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2011 PARTICIPANT REGISTRATION PACKET

ON-LINE REGISTRATION IS BACK FOR ANOTHER YEAR!!
VISIT WWW.SRVTHUNDERBIRDS.COM 

Please carefully read ALL instructions set forth below.  

Registration for the 2011 season is here!  The process is a 2-step registration.  You will need to register “on-line” and also attend one of the “on-site” registrations.  Please review the information below.  It provides very important information regarding the up-coming season.  
Once you have registered on-line and paid your fees and deposits by credit card, please attend one of the following registration dates, with your child, in order to COMPLETE the registration process.
	DATE
	TIME
	PLACE

	Sunday  March 20, 2011
	1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
	Monte Vista High School (parking lot)

	Saturday, April 16, 2011
	12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
	Monte Vista High School (parking lot)

	Sunday, May 15, 2011
	1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
	Monte Vista High School (parking lot)

	Wednesday, June 1, 2011
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
	Oak Hill Park Community Center

3005 Stone Valley Road, Alamo


YOU MUST BRING THE FOLLOWING TO THE IN-PERSON REGISTRATION:
· Receipt from on-line registration
· Your child, so that they may be “weighed in” (football players only) and measured for equipment/uniforms and photographs taken for the league card.  

· NEW REGISTRANTS (did not participate in T-Bird season in 2010) must bring original or certified copy of child’s birth certificate or original passport. 
· The league-mandated “physical card” will be given to you at this time.
· The completed Master Acknowledgment Form.
2011 San Ramon Valley Thunderbirds Schedule of Fees

FOOTBALL FEES
	Fee
	Amount
	Non-Refundable On or After:
	Explanation of Fees:

	Registration
	$200.00
	July 1, 2011
If refunded prior to July 1, 2011, $165.00 ($200.00 less a $35.00 processing fee) will be refunded.  A “late” registration fee in the amount of $50.00 will be charged after the June 1, 2011 sign-ups.  
	August tryout camp.  

	Participation
	$225.00
	August 29, 2011 after squads announced
	Participant fee for those players who make a squad.  If the participant is “released” on or before August 29, 2011, the participation fee will be refunded.

	Equipment Deposit
	$400.00
	This amount will be charged to your credit card ONLY if equipment not returned on designated day.
	Your credit card will be charged $400.00 if the participant fails to return all provided equipment on the designated day at the end of the season CLEAN (no exceptions).  A late fee of $100 will be charged for all equipment returned after the designated date. A partial charge will be imposed for missing items.  A cleaning fee will be imposed for any football uniform returned unwashed.


CHEER FEES
	Fee
	Amount
	Non-Refundable On or After:
	Explanation of Fees:

	Registration
	$145.00
	April 29, 2011
If refunded prior to April 29, 2011, $110.00 ($145.00 less a $35.00 processing fee) will be refunded
	May tryout camp and tryouts.  

	Participation
	$150.00
	May 14, 2011
	Participant fee for those cheerleaders who make a squad.  


SCOUT CHEER FEES
	Fee
	Amount
	Non-Refundable On or After:
	Explanation of Fees:

	Registration
	$75.00
	April 29, 2011

If refunded prior to April 29, 2011, $40.00 ($75.00 less a $35.00 processing fee) will be refunded
	Registration fees.  

	Participation
	$75.00
	May 14, 2011
	Participant fee for all cheerleaders who are assigned to the Scout squad.  


PARENT VOLUNTEER FEES
	Fee
	Amount
	Non-Refundable After:
	Explanation of Fees:

	Parent Volunteer Deposit
	$600.00
	This amount will be charged to your credit card ONLY if required parent volunteers hours are not completed
	The Parent Participation Deposit is waived for parents working on the many support tasks necessary to make the T-Bird program a success. Your credit card will be charged $600 ONLY if you do not fulfill your mandatory parent volunteer hours (a minimum of 12-14 hours*).  All hours must be approved and documented by the Team Coordination Director. *The amount of volunteer hours required is subject to change.  Parents will be notified of work hour requirements prior to volunteer sign-ups to be held in late August.  


2011 T-BIRDS FOOTBALL AND CHEER INFORMATION

Welcome to the 2011 San Ramon Valley THUNDERBIRDS!  Please read the following information thoroughly so that it will help you understand the commitment you are making to get into the T-Bird organization and provide you with answers to the most commonly asked questions.  Good Luck in 2011!

San Ramon Valley Thunderbirds Objective

"Inspire all youth to practice good sportsmanship, team work, and scholarship in addition to teaching them fundamentals of tackle football and cheerleading in an adult-supervised, safety-oriented environment.  We feel that when competition and our objectives are kept in their proper perspective, this organization offers an ideal medium for teaching youth responsibility, self discipline and respect - respect for one's self, and for others.  Our ultimate goal is to help develop our youth into responsible and mature citizens for tomorrow."

2011 Season Overview - The 2011 season for Cheer and Football requires participants to attend T-Bird Day, Sunday, July 31, 2011, to pick-up their equipment, turn in missing documentation and have their league photographs taken (if necessary).  The location of T-Bird Day and specific times will be announced at a later date.  Football and Cheer practice starts Monday, August 1.  Unless otherwise noted, all practices will be held at Monte Vista High School.  The tryout/practice schedule will be as follows:  

Football:  

August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 – Mandatory conditioning practice - 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

August 8, 9, 10, 11, 12  – Practice in pads -- 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

August 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 – Practice – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
August 17 – First round of cuts at coach’s discretion

August 20 – Possible football scrimmage

August 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 – Practice – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

August 27 or 28 – Jamboree – Exact date, times, location to TBA.

August 29 –  “CUT DAY” -- Final Football squads will be announced at the end of practice.

August 29, 30, 31, Sept. 1  – Practice -- 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

September 2 – No Practice

September 5, 6, 7, 8, 9  – Practice -- 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

September 6, 7 or 8 – Official League Weigh-ins – Exact date, times & location TBA

September 10 – Season Begins

Cheer:

Practice will be held Monday through Thursday in August beginning August 1 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.   There will be NO scheduled cheer practices on Fridays during August.  If it is determined that an extra practice is necessary, a Friday practice may be scheduled at the coach’s discretion and the families will be notified.  
Mandatory Cheer Camp – August 6 and/or 7 at Charlotte Wood Middle School  - All Day Event
All Participants:

Once the season begins, practices for both football and cheer are held three times a week (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Monte Vista High School.  The regular football season starts on September 10, 2011 with games played on Saturdays and go through November 5, 2011.  Some games may be played on Sundays (rare) if there is a league conflict.  Playoffs follow league play.  The League Championships (The Turkey Bowl) is scheduled for November 26, 2011.  Please be aware that the season can potentially last until November 26, 2011 due to playoffs and the championship game.  Attendance at playoff games as well as the Turkey Bowl is MANDATORY for football players as well as cheerleaders if your team goes that far.  Please plan accordingly. 

The Teams - There are five teams within T-Birds Football/Cheer:  Scouts (ages 7-9 – football; ages 6-7 - cheer); Jr. Pee Wees (ages 8-10); Pee Wees (ages 9-11); Jr. Midgets (ages 10-12); Midgets (ages 11-14).  All ages are as of 8/1/10.  
Football Squads & Football Tryouts- Each football squad will consist of a minimum of 30, but no more than 35 players, at the head coach’s discretion.  If there are more than 35 participants trying out for a Football squad, cutting players may be necessary. This would occur after all players are evaluated by their coaching staff, in conjunction with approval of the VP of Football, the Athletic Director and the President. The T-Bird organization is sensitive to the impact of cutting young players and will do their best to minimize any negative effects on participants. As indicated above in the Season Overview, final football cuts will be made on August 29, 2011.  However, a player may be "released" earlier from the August tryouts if in the view of the VP of Football and/or Athletic Director and in consultation with the coaches, a football player’s “safety” is a concern.  The coaching staff, VP of Football and Athletic Director may also do preliminary cuts at their discretion.

The first five days of practice will be devoted to “league-mandated” conditioning, after which, the practices will be held in “pads and helmets”.  A “scrimmage” may also be held on August 20 to help our coaches evaluate the kids before the final cut on August 29.  During the August tryouts, coaching staffs will be getting to know the players, their abilities, where they might best contribute to the team, and ultimately who will make the team. If you have any questions during tryouts, regarding your player or the process, please communicate with the Head Coach, VP of Football, or the Athletic Director if necessary.

2011 FOOTBALL- League Age/Weight Chart

Scout Program*:


7 - 9 years old  


45 - 90 lbs.

*(Maximum of four (4) 9-year-olds per squad)

Junior Pee-Wees:


8 - 10 years old 


60 – 105 lbs.

Pee-Wees:



9 - 11 years old   


75 - 120 lbs.

Older Lighters- 12 years old
75 -   95 lbs.      (Maximum of four (4) older-lighters per squad)

Junior Midgets:


10 - 12 years old  


85 - 135 lbs.



Older Lighters- 13 years old 
85 - 115 lbs.      (Maximum of four (4) older-lighters per squad)

Midgets:



11 - 14 years old   


105 - 160 lbs.

Cheer Squads & Cheer Tryouts- Each Cheer squad will consist of a maximum of 20 cheerleaders.  The T-Bird Cheer clinic will be on May 9, 10 and 11 at Los Cerros Middle School from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The cheer tryouts will be held on Saturday, May 14, 2011 at Los Cerros Middle School from 8:30 to 12:00 p.m.  The cheer squads will be announced on May 15, 2011.  Please see the Cheer Program Handout for further information.  

SPECIAL NOTE ON SCOUT CHEER SQUAD SELECTION: The age limitation for Scout cheerleaders is 5-7 years old.  Scout cheerleaders are selected using the following criteria:  (1) Returning Scout cheerleaders; (2) siblings of current T-Bird participant or child of a Board of Director or coach; (3) sibling of past T-Bird participant; (4) new participant based on a first/come, first/serve basis.  In addition, the Scout participants will be evaluated during the cheer camp to determine their ability to participate in a “structured” environment (i.e., ability to listen, understand instructions, attention span, etc.).  Depending on the number of Scout registrants and following the cheer camp, the Board will determine whether there will be a separate Scout cheer squad or whether the “Scouts” will be assigned to the upper squads as “mascots” (2 per squad).   If you have any questions regarding the Scout division, please contact Linda Brady at (925) 838-1100 (w), (925) 828-8089 (h) or at Lbrady@ccclawfirm.com.
Required “Proof of Age” Documents- 
The Diablo Valley Youth Football League insurance requires the T-Birds participants to have their original or certified copy of their birth certificate, with raised seal, on file for inspection in August.  THIS IS REQUIRED FOR ALL NEW PARTICIPANTS (anyone who did not participate in the 2010 season).  The only other form of identification that the league accepts is an original passport.   If we do not honor this requirement, we have no insurance.  Therefore, we must have an original or certified copy of your child’s birth certificate or an original passport no later than May 8, 2011 for all Cheer participants and no later than T-Bird Day (July 31, 2011) for all Football participants.  After the league inspection, all birth certificates and/or passports will be returned to the parents at the first league game (September 10, 2011).                             

A “certified” copy is a copy with a raised and/or imprinted colored seal from the County of birth.  A certified copy must be ordered from the County of your child’s birth.  A “photocopy” of the birth certificate is NOT ACCEPTABLE to the league.  

If you do not have a certified copy of your child’s birth certificate or if you do not wish to give up your only copy, you can obtain a certified copy by calling the Birth Records (or Vital Records) office in the County/State where your child was born. The County Recorder’s office phone usually has a voice recording which explains how to obtain a certified copy. You may also wish to check the County’s website for information regarding ordering a certified copy.   The process usually takes 2 - 4 weeks, so act early!    If it is local, you may want to visit your County Recorder’s office to obtain the certified copy.  There is a minimal cost (usually around $15) and you receive it immediately.  Begin this process early, if necessary!
If you feel uncomfortable with leaving your child’s original birth certificate (or certified copy), please take the time to obtain an additional certified copy for our purposes.  Your child will not be allowed to participate in any T-Bird activity until we receive the birth certificate and/or original passport.  Remember, the birth certificate or passport will not be returned until September 10, 2011.  

For information, or to ask registration-related questions, call Linda Brady at (925) 838-1100 or e-mail her at Lbrady@ccclawfirm.com.
Absence Policy- A participant's safety, knowledge of plays, cheer routines, etc., and the fact that your teammates are depending on you, require that participants attend EVERY practice.  Any expected absence must be discussed with the V.P. of Football or V.P. of Cheer prior to the absence.  Please understand that any absence may impact your child’s ability to make the team or could result in dismissal from the squad. Once the regular playing season begins, any player or cheerleader that misses (is not able to participate due to illness, injury or absence) two practices during that game week will not be eligible to suit up for that game but will be required to attend the game. Attendance at all games, scrimmages and Jamboree is mandatory for football.  Attendance at all games, cheer camp, Jamboree and competitions are mandatory for cheer.  Camps and scrimmages are held in August on weekends so please check with the V.P. of Football or V.P. of Cheer for dates. 

Dress Code- Though most practice and game equipment is provided to participants, some dress guidelines are in order.  All jewelry including earrings is prohibited at all times.  For your safety and pursuant to league rules, artificial nails, makeup and fingernail polish are also NOT allowed.  Shirts with messages deemed in poor taste by Coaches or Board Members will not be allowed. The best guideline is to use good, common sense when dressing for practice and games.  Any participant who consistently violates these policies will be subject to disciplinary action and/or dismissal from his/her squad.  The dress code also applies to Junior Coaches (including but not limited to, no jewelry or inappropriate clothing).  If in doubt, error on the side of common sense.

Physical Exams- At registration you will receive a Diablo Valley Youth Football Conference (DVYFC) Medical Card.  The card must be completed by a qualified physician, permitted to practice medicine in California.  The physical card must be signed by the physician or his/her representative and dated in 2011.  No substitute forms can be accepted. Cheerleaders are not allowed to participate in the cheer clinic or tryouts without a completed DVYFC Medical Card.  Football participants are not allowed to begin practice on August 1 without a completed DVYFC Medical Card.  Participants are not allowed to practice without a completed Medical Card; there will be NO EXCEPTIONS!! Missed practices, due to incomplete paperwork, will be taken into consideration when the teams are being selected. The deadlines for submitting the DVYFC Medical Cards are May 8 for cheer, and T-Bird Day, July 31, for football.  [NOTE:  No physicals will be offered by the T-Birds at registration.]
Code of Conduct- As a T-Bird participant, you represent the San Ramon Valley Thunderbirds on and off the field.  All members will refrain from unsportsmanlike behavior and foul language.  Team members will treat each other and the Coaching Staff with respect at all times.  The use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or illegal substances, will be grounds for automatic dismissal or other disciplinary action.  Each participant and his/her parent, will be required to sign a Code of Conduct as a condition of participating in the T-Bird program.  By signing this Code of Conduct, you are agreeing to accept responsibility for your actions and abide by the consequences should the Board decide that the Code of Conduct has been compromised.  The T-Bird Code of Conduct and subsequent consequences apply on and off the playing field.  All Coaches, Directors and Jr. Coaches will follow a Code of Conduct. 
End of Year Ceremony - There will be an End of Year Ceremony for all Football/Cheer squads in December, 2011.  More information will be forthcoming at a later date.
Scholar Athlete Awards - It is the T-Bird goal to promote excellence in both academic and sporting achievement.  Two Scholar Athlete Awards are available to T-Bird students.  A T-Bird Scholar Athlete Award is earned by maintaining a 3.0 or above grade point during the season.  The second Scholar Athlete Award is presented by the DVYFC to league students who maintain a 3.5 grade point with no "C"s.  T-Bird students eligible for the DVYFC Award must also complete a required personal information essay and autobiography.  More information will be sent during the season.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS PLEASE READ AND/OR PRINT
YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM IF:

1) An Original or Certified Copy of a Birth Certificate or Original Passport is not submitted by May 8, 2011 for cheer and July 31, 2011 for football  (NEW PARTICIPANTS ONLY).  

2) You do not submit a Medical Release card by May 8, 2011 for Cheer and July 31, 2011, for Football.  

3) You do not complete and return the “Acknowledgment” form for your child and/or comply with all other components of your Registration Process properly.  
YOU WILL NOT BE CONTACTED FOR OUTSTANDING REQUIREMENTS—

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!

Mail any correspondence to:
SAN RAMON VALLEY THUNDERBIRDS, P. O. BOX 490, SAN RAMON, CA 94583

Visit www.srvthunderbirds.com for 

additional information or contacts.

THANK YOU AND WE LOOK FORWARD 

TO A GREAT 2011 SEASON!
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