SAN RAMON VALLEY

THUNDERBIRDS

2011
CHEER PROGRAM
WWW.SRVTHUNDERBIDS.COM
2011 T-BIRD CHEER CLINIC & TRYOUTS 
 May 9, 10 & 11, 2011 - Cheer Clinic 
May 14, 2011 - Try-Outs

Welcome to the San Ramon Valley Thunderbirds!  We are looking forward to a fun and exciting season.  Below is some of the information that will help the participants and parents understand the activities during clinic and tryouts. 

· Mandatory Parent Meeting:  Monday, May 9, 2011, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Los Cerros Middle School.  This is to provide comprehensive program information.  This includes incoming and former T-Bird parents.  
· Cheer Clinic and Tryouts:  Participants will be taught one short dance routine and one game cheer.  The Scouts will be taught one short cheer.  The dates are as follows:

Monday, May 9:   6:00-8:00 p.m. – Los Cerros Middle School – Clinic

Tuesday, May 10:  6:00-8:00 p.m. – Los Cerros Middle School – Clinic

Wednesday, May 11:  6:00-8:00 p.m. – Los Cerros Middle School - Clinic

Wednesday, May 11:  7:30 p.m. - Los Cerros Middle School - Scout Evaluation

Saturday, May 14:  

8:30-10:00 a.m. – Los Cerros Middle School – Tryouts – Ages 8-10

10:00-12:00 p.m. – Los Cerros Middle School – Tryouts – Ages 11-14

Uniform Fitting – May 17, 2011 – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Los Cerros Middle School 

All participants will be notified by e-mail of the final squad selections on May 15, 2011. 
All participants who attend the three-day clinic, follow all League and T-Bird rules and complete the registration process completely, will be allowed to tryout for the program.  The selection criteria has been developed to provide a fair opportunity for cheerleaders with a wide range of ability and experiences.   Judging will be done by independent judges.  General selection criteria will include:  Spirit, enthusiasm, clinic attendance, effort, dress, behavior and the execution of the tryout routines.  Participants will be judged during the week of clinic as well as during tryouts.  We recognize the impact that cuts have on young participants and will seek to minimize any negative effect.  

You should also understand that the participants are trying out for the T-Bird organization and NOT for a particular squad.  The Diablo Valley Youth Football League mandates general guidelines regarding squad placement according to age.  Within the age parameters, participants will be grouped by squad taking into consideration grade, squad size, experience and ability.  Squad decisions will be made by the T-Bird Executive Board and are final.  

If a participant withdraws prior to April 29, 2011, all fees will be refunded minus a $35.00 administrative cost.  If a participant withdraws during the May Clinic, the registration fee will NOT be refunded.  If a participant withdraws at any time following her “tryout” on May 14, 2011, the participation fee will NOT be refunded.  

2011 ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR

SAN RAMON VALLEY T-BIRD CHEER PROGRAM
It is important for all participants and their parents to understand our attendance rules and to inform you they will be strictly enforced for the 2011 season.

The following will be required:

· Cheer participants will be expected to be at every practice on time during the month of August and during our regular Fall practices.  

· Once the season begins, if a cheerleader misses two (2) practices during the week, she will be required to attend the game, but NOT be allowed to participate, and will be “sidelined” for that game.  

· Approval of up to no more than three (3) unforeseen August absences must be communicated 24 hours before the practice and approved by the Head Coach.

· Vacations are NOT considered excused absences during August.  

· If there is an absence, it is the cheerleader’s responsibility to get with another member of the squad to learn what was missed so she is “up to speed” with the rest of the squad by the time she returns.  

· Depending on the circumstances of the absence(s), the Head Coach has the responsibility to evaluate the situation and bring it to the attention of the V.P. of Cheer.  The Head Coach may recommend to the V.P. of Cheer and Executive Board that the participant be “released” from the program.  The decision of the Executive Board is final.  Further absences that are not emergent in nature will result in an automatic release from the program.  

· Punctuality is as important as attendance.  Chronic tardiness or leaving early is unacceptable and will result in a possible release from the program.  

We will continue to communicate the nature of these requirements during registration, through the Cheerleader contract you are required to review and acknowledge by signing the Master Acknowledgment form.  Every cheerleader is expected to be at every practice and game.  The impact of August absences is significant to squad progress and most of all, safety.  The fairness and integrity of this policy impacts the girls’ attitudes and their learning progress, safety and readiness to perform and compete.  It is important to comply with the above absence requirements, as it will make a significant difference to the progress and performance of each squad during August and throughout the season.  If you have any questions regarding the above policy, please contact the V.P. of Cheer, Linda Brady, at (925) 838-1100 (w) or (925) 828-8089 (h).

2011 SAN RAMON VALLEY THUNDERBIRD

ESTIMATED CHEERLEADER COSTS
	Program Costs
	Cheerleader
	Scouts

	Registration
	$145.00
	$75.00

	Participation
	$150.00 
	$75.00

	Work Hour Deposit (refundable)
	$600.00
	$600.00


Program Costs Include:  Clinic, tryouts, one practice outfit, music, insurance, field use and lights, facilities for practice/clinic, end of the year ceremony, coaches’ gifts and trophies.

	Individual Costs (approximate)
	Cheerleader

	Cheer Uniform*
	$75.00

	Shoes
	$50.00

	Uniform Briefs
	$12.00

	Bow
	$12.00

	Cheer Bag
	$35.00

	Extra Practice Top**
	$12.00

	Extra Practice Shorts**
	$15.00

	Socks
	$  5.00

	Uniform Bodyliner
	$18.00

	Poms
	$30.00

	Cheer Camp*** (approx. – set by league)
	$40.00

	Warm-up Suit
	$65.00


Possible Additional Costs:  

If it is decided to participate in additional competitions other than the DVYFC Competition in Davis or Great America, the competition fee for each cheerleader will be paid by the T-Birds, but any additional charges (i.e., park admission, parking, etc.) will be the responsibility of each cheerleader.  There is also a possibility of a post-season competition if a squad qualifies and it is approved by the Board.  There may be additional fees associated with these competitions that will be the responsibility of each cheerleader.  
*Beginning this season, each cheerleader who makes a squad will be required to purchase their own game day uniform (approximate cost $75.00).  We have lowered the participation fees this year to accommodate for this additional cost for each family.  This will allow each cheerleader to have a uniform that fits properly and hopefully reduce costs for returning cheerleaders in future seasons either because they have not outgrown their uniform, they can “pass down” the uniform to a sibling, or by participating in a “cheer uniform” exchange the following season.  
**The T-Birds will provide one “practice uniform” for each cheerleader.  You may wish to purchase “extra” tops/shorts for your convenience.

**This price is quoted for a mandatory one-day cheer camp provided in August.  The fee is set by the league and you will be notified of the exact cost.  
